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The product which has made the Belgian
Congo famous is rubber. The late king Leo-
pold II exploited the rubber industry in a
way which gave rise to scandal in connection
with the treatment of native laborers. Af-
ter exposure of conditions following the
death of Leopold drastic remedies were ap-
plied by King Albert, his successor on the
Belgian throne. The only railroad in the
territory is in the eastern section, through
which runs a portion of the Cape-to-Cairo
line. Communication with the ocean is by
the Congo River (which see); this is in-
terrupted for 200 miles by rapids.
The area of Belgian Congo is estimated
to be 918,000 square miles. The native pop-
ulation, of Bantu stock, is about 9,500,000;
the Europeans number over IS,TOO, of whom
over half are Belgians. In 1934 there were
600 American residents. There are scores of
languages or dialects among the natives. The
principal towns are Stanleyville, Leopold-
ville, Banana and Boma.
French Equatorial Africa, the portion
of the former Congo Free State which be-
longs to France Is described under its
title. See livingstone, david; stakley,
henry M. 	
CONG-O RIVER, the largest river in Af-
rica, and second only to the Nile in length
on the continent. It is one of the very great
rivers of the world. The Congo rises in the
mountainous region between Tanganyika and
Nyassa and flows southwest under the name
of the Chambezi River, entering Lake Bang-
weolo, or Bemba. From here it is continued
as the Luapula northward into Lake Moero.
The outlet of this lake flowing north receives
in its course the great Lualaba. The river
has many tributaries, among which are the
Aruwimi, the Ubanghi, the Sanga and the
KassaL About eighty miles below Stanley
Falls it is joined by the Lomani, and a little
east of this point it begins its great bend to
the west. About three hundred miles from
the mouth of the Congo is Stanley Pool, an
enlargement of the river. The total length
is perhaps 3,000 miles, of which about one-
half is navigable. Navigation is free from
the mouth for about ninety miles, where it is
interrupted by cataracts and falls, and is free
again between Stanley Pool and Stanley
Falls. The chief towns on the river axe
Matadi, Boma and Banana,
COTOREaA'HONAIJSTS, the, a reH-
gions denomination, receiving its name from
 the belief of the members that every con-
gregation of Christians should be an inde-
pendent body. In England the Congrega-
tionalists are known as Independents, the
separate churches being formed so that each
congregation may have the form of worship
which its members desire. Every Congrega-
tional Church has the right to elect or depose
its officers; to discipline its members, and to
determine its own way of worship. There
is no appeal to a higher church or to any
high church official or conference, but the
advice of neighboring churches is often
sought. The officers of the church are the
pastor, deacons and clerk, a treasurer and a
Sunday school superintendent. The expenses
of Congregational churches, including the
salary of the pastor, are met by voluntary
offerings. The local churches are organized
into state associations, and a national coun-
cil meets every three years and is composed
of members elected by the state organiza-
tions.
In the United States the Congregational
Church is relatively strongest in the New
England and other Eastern states. It has
always stood for higher education, and
among the institutions founded by it, or its
members are Yale, Dartmouth and Amherst
Colleges and Andover Theological Seminary,
in the East; and Oberlin College and Chi-
cago Theological Seminary in the central
west. In 1929 occurred a merger of this
Church with the Christian Church. Com-
bined, they report a membership of 1?100,000
in the United States.
CON&BESS, Jcon'gres, an assembly of the
delegated representatives of sovereign states,
for the purpose of considering matters of
international interest. The term is used in
America in a slightly different sense, but
it has a similar origin, the first congress
being that of the delegates from various
British, colonies, who met Oct. 7, 1765. The
name has been applied to many important
meetings, at wMeh extensive schemes of
future policy were determined by the great
powers of the world. To this class belong
the famous Congress of Vienna in 1815; that
of Carlsbad in 1819, for regulating- the af-
fairs of Germany; that of Paris at the end
of the Crimean War of 1854-1856; tnat at
Berlin after the Busso-TnrHsh War of
1877-1878, and that which arranged for the
partitioning of Africa in 1885* The word
congress is often used for conference,

